Page |1 n"

Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About the Torah
Reading (But Were Afraid To Ask)

A Video Series Presented by Rabbi Menachem Posner

Part 2 — Hagbah (Lifting the Torah)

Text #1:
Sofrim 14:14

He immediately unrolls the Torah scroll
until three columns (are revealed)

and lifts it up

and shows its writing

to those standing

to his right and left

and turns it to his front and back

as it is a mitzvah for the men and women
to see the writing

and to bow

and say:

"And this is the Torah that

Moses placed before the Children of Israel”
-OR-

“The Torah of the L-rd is perfect,

it revives the soul.”

When do we lift the Torah?

Sephardi Custom: Before the Torah is read.
Ashkenazi Custom: After the Torah is read.

Text #2:
Rema to Shulchan Aruch 134:2

Gloss:
It is the custom to (lift the scroll) after the

Torah has been read.
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TEXT #3:

a) Deuteronomy 4:44
DY YK NMIND NXR'T
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And this is the Torah that
Moses placed before the Children of Israel.

b) Psalms 19:8
Y91 N1'Yn NN’ N Min
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The Torah of the L-rd is perfect, restoring the soul;
the testimony of the L-rd is faithful, making the simple one wise.

c) Deuteronomy 9:23
nYnTa n'ey..
...by the word of the L-rd through Moses.

Text #4:

Proverbs 3:18
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It is a tree of life for those who grasp it,
and those who draw near it are fortunate.

Proverbs 3:17
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Its ways are ways of pleasantness,
and all its paths are peace.

Proverbs 3:16
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Length of days is in its right hand;

in its left hand are riches and honor.
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Text #5:
Shaar Hakavanot
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The custom of my master,

of blessed memory, was that he would kiss the Torah scroll
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and accompany it, walking after it when they would
take it from the ark to the table to read from it.
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Afterward, he would

remain near the table
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until they would open the Torah scroll

and show it to the congregation, as is known.
NI

wnn N"on NI'NINA 7oNn0n N

Then

he would gaze at the very letters of the Torah scroll
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and was wont to say

that through the person looking from so close
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that

he is able to read the letters well
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through this

great light is drawn onto a person.
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After

he would return to his place.

WHAT DOES THE CONGREGATION DO?
* Look at the Torah
* Recite Verses
e Bow
¢ Look at Letters
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